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The Day in Pictures

Wednesday, December 17, 2008

New water resort expected to be big ‘stay-cation’ draw

By Matthew Bruun TELEGRAM & GAZETTE STAFF
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FITCHBURG — Standing poolside in 84-degree air last night, it
was almost possible to forget about the ice storm that left much of
the region in a mess.

Spirits were high at the ribbon-cutting for the CoCo Key Water
Resort at the Best Western Royal Plaza Hotel and Trade Center.
The massive water park, encompassing 50,000 square feet and
using 160,000 gallons of water, is a tourist destination that officials
hope will rejuvenate the entire area.

“What we're offering is a much lower cost alternative to a vacation,”

said Robin Kirk, vice president of operations for the CoCo Key A del f wat d hild lavi

Water Resort division at Sage Hospitality Resources, the company eluge ot water pours down on chiidren playing
. . at the CoCo Key Water Resort yesterday

that built the park and oversaw the renovation of the hotel. The afternoon. (T&G Staff Photos/PAUL KAPTEYN)

hotel is being rechristened a Courtyard by Marriott next month.

ﬂEnIarge photo

Mr. Kirk said advance bookings at CoCo Key in Fitchburg exceed
those of sister facilities in Danvers and Waterbury, Conn. An
estimated 400,000 to 600,000 visitors are expected in its first year
of operations, he said.

Economic conditions have made so-called “stay-cations” attractive
options for families, he continued. And CoCo Key, with its massive
slides, lazy river and dunk tanks, is geared toward that audience.

In his remarks to invited guests, Mr. Kirk said the city had been a

welcoming business partner. Fitchburg represents the 10th water

park built by his company, which looked for hotel sites nhear major BEniarge photo
highways. The Royal Plaza is visible from Route 2.

Mayor Lisa A. Wong greeted guests, but postponed her planned
trip down the water slide last night to get back to

storm recovery efforts. She joked she would be sure

to inform the public when she reschedules, but only

after the fact.

Jennifer Smith of Westminster found a break at CoCo
Key from the rigors of the recent ice storm. She WorcesterWorksscom

brought her sons, 4-year-old Keller and 6-year-old TO yobs

Brady, after getting an invitation from a friend who

works there. MARKETING WORK PT
) ) Looking for motivated &
“They're having a blast,” she said as she snapped outgoing individuals to ...

photos of her splashing sons. “They’re going to sleep



well tonight.”

Celebrity guests were among the crowd, including
Red Sox relief pitcher Manny DelCarmen and
Gervase Peterson from the first season of CBS’
“Survivor” reality game show.

The park opens to the public today.
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Discount Royal
Worcester - Free
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Buy Royal Worcester
china from
DinnerwareEtc.com's
large
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Free.

NEED IT NOW?

A VIEW DETAILS
LG 4.2 cu. ft. Capacity Front Load Washer
Raeg. $1069.99

SALE $962.99

Learn More

BIG BRAND EVENT

15% off on Appliances & Floorcare

SHOP ALL HOME APPLIANCES

Excluglons may Apply. Se+ Sike for Delalls

Worcester
Electricians

Find prescreened
electricians in
Worcester MA in just

one click.
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PROGRAM DIRECTOR For
family childcare system.
Must have BA / BS degree
and ...

OIL DRIVER FT, Seasonal.
Must have Class B lic. w /
Hazmat endorsement. ...

CABINET MAKER /
JOURNEYMAN Must have at
least 5 years exp. in cabinet
shop. ...

CABINETMAKER 7/
ARCHITECTURAL
MILLWORK Opportunity for
experienced ...

Office Positions, Full and
part time openings for 2
busy out patient ...

LABORER Trash and
recycling. Good Benefits Call
between 10a-12 noon. ...

RESIDENTIAL
TECHNICIAN highly skilled
technician specializing in ...

SERVICE TECHNICIAN
Experienced. TOP PAY! For
Full time HVAC / R. ...

DENTAL ASSISTANT. Fast
growing Orthodonic practice
seeks bright, ...

More great jobs at
WorcesterWorks.com
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