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Sizc matters. Once again, “The it List” ranks the top waterpark resorts by total waterpark space. You're likely to notice
many of the same properties profiled as in the past three editions, bur this year some major differences are evident.
Despite the recession, several new properties opened in 2008, and some of them are featured in this list. Additionally,
given the industry growth over the past few years, we've expanded the 2009 list to include the top 25 facilities.
The list of top resorts was compiled for Waterpark Resorts Today by Dan Martin of Orca Consulting, LLC, based in

Clermont, Fla., and Market Feasibility, LLC, in Chicago. Properties are located across the nation, and amenities
oftered are just as diverse. How does your resort measure up?

Top 25 Waterpark Resorts (8y Waterpark Size) k

Ranking Property Size (square feet)
] Wilderness Hotel & Golf Resort, Wisconsin Dells, Wis. 205, 000
? Kalahari Resorts, Sandusky, Ohio 173,000
3 Kalahari Resorts, Wisconsin Dells, Wis. 125,000
4 Great Wolf Lodge, Niagara Falls, Ontario, Canada 103,000
5 Boyne Mountain Resort, Boyne Falls, Mich. 88,000
* b Chula Vista Resort, Wisconsin Dells, Wis. 80,000
7 Great Wolf Lodge, Grapevine, Texas 80,000
8 Great Wolf Lodge, Scotrun, Pa. 80,000
9 Great Wolf Lodge, Mason, Ohio 79,000
10 Water Pork of America ot Radisson Hotel by Mall of America, Bloomington, Minn. 75,000
1 Splash Lagoon Indoor Water Park Resort, Erie, Pa. 70,000
12 Great Wolf Lodge, Williomsburg, Vo. 67,000
* 13 CoCo Key Water Resort af Sheraton Chicago Northwest, Arlington Heights, Il. 65,000
14 KeyLime Cove Indoor Waterpark Resort, Gurnee, Il 65,000
* 15 CoCo Key Water Resort at Sheraton Ferncroft, Danvers, Mass. 65,000
16 Great Wolf Lodge, Grand Mound, Wash. 60,000
* 17 CoCo Key Water Resort ot Holiday Inn, Omaha Convention Center, Omaha, Neb. 60,000
18 Fort Rapids Indoor Waterpark Resort, Columbus, Ohio 60,000
* 19 CoCo Key Water Resort af Best Western Clock Tower Resort & Conference Center, Rockford, Il 60,000
20 Wilderness af the Smokies, Sevierville, Tenn. 60,000
* 2 CoCo Key Water Resort ot Sheraton Kansas City Sports Complex, Kansas Gity, Mo. 55,000
22 Mt. Olympus Woter & Theme Park, Wisconsin Dells, Wis. 55,000
* 23 (oCo Key Water Resort at M. Laurel Marriott, Mount Lourel, N.J. 55,000
w1 (oCo Key Water Resort at Courtyard by Marriott, Fitchburg, Mass. 55,000
25 Split Rock Resort & Golf Club, Lake Harmony, Pa. 53,904
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ONLINE EXTHAk For Top 25 Waterparks by ADR composite and room count, visit waterparkresortstoday.com.
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Chula Vista

Wisconsin DeHs Wis.

Staff: N/A
Wﬂlupﬂiiun‘hhﬂmndmnandm
lost Mayan city, Chula Visto's Lost Rios indoor
waterpark features more than o dozen woter
slides, the Flyon Myon water coaster ond Mount
Montezuma’s Myon Temple roin forest ploy
struciure.

The “it" factor: The Lost Rios indoor waterpork
apened in 2006, but Chulo Vista is perhops the
obdest of todoy's indoor waterpark resorts.

It hos an impressive mix of ameniies cotering
fo business and leisure travelers. Among its other
affroctions are the 120,000-squore-foot
Adventure Lagoon outdoor waterpark, the
recently redesigned Coldwater Conyon 18-hole
golf course, 80,000 squore feet of meefing space,
on arcode, o day spa and o minigolf course. The
Wﬂ‘mmﬂhﬁnﬁiﬂmﬁw
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Great Wolf Lodge Grapevine, Texas
Yeor opened: 2007

Total indoor waterpark space: 80,000 square feet

ADR composite: 5294

Accommodations: 502 North Woods-themed suites

Staff: 572 full-time

Waterpark description: The North Woods-themed indoor waterpark of Great Wolf Lodge in Grapevine, Texas, is
an 80-foot-tall (floor to ceiling) facility, featuring nine indoor water slides, o wave pool, zero-depth-entry children's
acfivity pool, adult whirlpaol, family indoor/outdoor whirlpoel, and Fort Mackenzie, on inferadfive freehouse

water fort with a nearly 1,000-gallon tipping water bucket.

The “it” factor: There’s no question that the epicenter of the indoor waterpark explosion occurred in dimates where
temperatures regularly foll well below zere. However, the populority of the concept hos spread southward, where the
weather offen is more hot and dry.

So when Great Wolf Resorts decided to open o property in the Dollas/Fort Worth Metroplex oren, it foced some unique
oquatic design challenges. Engineers hod to find o woy to ol the indoor waterpork facility instead of heating it. To that
end, the facility's air-handling units were reconfigured to employ o water cooling system, assuring guests comfort while
tontinuing o meef, and exceed, requlated safety stondards.

Perhaps the key safety element of the waterpark operation is the staff of nearly 100 cerfified lifeguards. They help
emsure guests enjoy the signoture atfroctions such os the Howlin' Tornado, an enclosed six-story exireme tube ride with
65-foot funnel that drops 30 feet per second. To operate thot ride and the enfire the park tokes 435,000 gollons of
heated water.

Though located deep in the heart of Texas, the Grapevine focility retoins Great Wolf Resoris’ signature North Woods
theming. It includes twa themed fomily restaurants (Comp Critier Bor & Grille ond The Loose Moase Cottage), the
Northern Lights Arcade and Cub Club, o children’s octivify room developed with o focus on edutainment. Also on site are
the Element’s Spo; Scooops kid spa; Magiluest, u live action fontasy adventure game; and an outdoor waterpark with
two tube slides, o recreation pool and a fomily whirlpool.

Through all its smenities and operafions, this focility demanstrates the company’s commitment o environmental
sustainability. Great Wolf Resorts was the first nofional hotel chain to receive o Green Seal cerfification earlier this yeor,
ond it lounched Projed Green Welf, an eco-tonstious program that indudes operational protocols and educational
programming for guests.

wwwwoleparkresorsbodoy.com | 20092010 | WATERFARK RESORTS TODAY 9



CoCo Key Water Resort at
Sheraton Chicago Northwest
Arlington Heights, Ill.

: »

Year opened: 2006

Total indoor waterpark space: 65,000 square feet

ADR composite: 5189

Accommodations: More than 425 rooms in o variety of styles
Staff: Approximately 260 full-time

Waterpark description: With opproximately 65,000 square feet of water resort
space, this facility offers o fomily-oriented, Key West-themed experience. From the
thrilling water slides to the activity pool, dip-in theater, indoor adventure river and
indoor,/outdoor spa, the waterpark wos designed with something for everyone fo enjoy.
It also features in-park concessions, rental cobanas and private party rooms.

The “it" foctor: (oo Key Water Resort at the Sheroton Chicago Northwest is

one of Illinois" largest indoor waterpark resorts. Plus, there's an outdoor splushpod,

o separate indoor pool, Key Quest arcode (inside the woterpark), TradeWinds Restourant
and Bor, ond more than 30,000 squore feet of meeting and banquet space.

12 WATERRARK RESORTS TODAY | 20092010 | www.walerporkresortstoday, com
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KeyLime Cove Indoor
Waterpark Resort
Gurnee, Ill.

Year opened: 2008

Total indoor waterpark space: 65,000 squore feet

ADR composite: $176

Accommodations: 414 guest suites and staterooms in nine
room configurations. Each guest room hos o lorge flot-screen TV,

refrigerator, coffee mokes, i-Pod-compatible alarm dock
and in-room sofe.

Staft: 400 full-fime, year-round

Waterpark description: The tropicol-themed indoor
waterpark features the Lil' Limers' Play Pond, Tsunami Washout
Wavepool, five water slides and the Toukie's Big Deluge
interactive play structure. It features four body slides and more
than 50 water hoses, cannons, valves, rope pulls, fountoins,
spinning wheels and water dumps, plus o 10-foot tall, 250-
gallon pineapple-shoped dump bucket. There's also o
whirlpool/spa and o sport pool for water basketball.

The “it" factor: Keylime Cove is on islond-inspired, Florida
Keys-style resort experience within an hour's drive from
Milwaukee or Chicago. Developed by Dave Anderson of the
Famous Dave's of Americo BBQ franchise, Keylime Cove
includes six dining options; the Paradise Mist doy spa; flexible
meeting and banquet spoce; ond the 8,000-square-foot RipTide
Reef orcode. The signature attraction of the indoor waterpark is
Hurricane's Vorfex, o one- or two-person whirlpool ride with o
44-fool drop. Also, os the official resart of Six Flogs Great
America, KeyLime Cove offers special overnight packoges that
include admission fickets 1o Six Flogs, free parking and free
shuttle service with front gate drop-off ond pick-up ot the
amusement pork. This provides o way for fomilies to enjoy

two Gurnee parks in one vocation getoway,
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CoCo Key Water Resort at
Sheraton Ferncroft
Danwvers, Mass.

Yeaor opened: 2007

Total indoor waterpark space: 65,000 square feet

ADR composite: 5189

Accommodotions: 366 rooms ond guest cobanas

Statt: 220 full-time, yeor-round

Waterpark description: With amenities for all ages, the tropical-themed

CoCo Key Water Resort is complete with water slides, o lazy river, water
basketball, dip-in theater, outdoor area and whirlpool. Private renfal cabanos
ond party rooms, ond several in-park dining options alsa are availoble.

The “it"” factor: Located 30 minutes north of Bostan, this (oCo Key Water Resort
combines the relaxed atmosphere of the islands with the excitement of a 65,000-
square-foot indoor waterpark. Other signoture amenities are the TrodeWinds bor
ond restourant, which indudes o pool toble; the Key Quest Arcade (located in the
waterpork); the 10,000-squore-foat Grand Ballroom — o versatile spote that

ton be used for meetings, weddings and other events; the Atlantis Sports Club
\ full-service fitness center; ond the Spa de Mar.

Year opened: 2008

Total indoor waterpark space: 60,000 square feet
ADR composite: S317

Accommodations: 398 North Woods-themed guest suites
tonfigured in eight loyouts

Staft: 637 full-fims, yeor-round

Waterpark description: Great Wolf Lodge in Washington features
the North Woods-themed Bear Track Landing indoor waterpark. The
£0,000-squore-foot space has two tube slides, two body slides, two
kiddie slides, the Howlin' Torado — an endosed six-story extreme
tube ride with 65-foot funnel that drops 30 feet per second — four
pook and the Fort Mackenzie interactive ploy structure. There's also
an in-park bar and concessions,

The “it" factor: When Great Wolf Resorts opened its newest
property in Washington last yeor, it became the first waterpark resort
in the Pocific Northwest. Located midway between Seale and
Portlond, Ore., this Great Wolf Lodge features fwo themed restourants,
Elements Spa, Scooops kid spa, the Cub Club (o children's adtivity room
with o focus on edu-tainment), the MagiQuest live-adion fantasy
odventure gome, o teen center, the Northern Lights Arcade and o
nearly 30,000-square-foot, full-service conference center.

4
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CoCo Key Water Resort
at Holiday Inn Omaha

Convention Center
Omaha, Neb.

Year opened: 2007

Total indoor waterpark space: 60,000 square feet
ADR composite; 5196

Accommodations: 383 quest rooms and 54 suites
Statt: 160 full-time, year-round

Waterpark description: With mare thon 60,000 squore feet of spoce, Omoha's
Colo Key Water Resort offers oquotic attroctions in o Florida Keys-inspired
otmasphere. There are several water slides, on activity pool, dip-in theater,
odventure river, indoor,/ouldoor spa, interadive play structure, outdoor sploshpod,
toncessions, rental cobonos and several private party rooms.

The “it" foctor: Located minutes from dovmtown Omaho, the Holidoy Inn
Convention Center offers something for oll types of travelers. The property has more
than 60,000 square feel of meeafing space and there’s a business center with
complimentary high-speed wireless Internet occess. Guests laoking for entertainment
can experience the signature oltracions in the indoor waterpark, which also includes
the Key Quest Arcode. The on-site dining opfions ore the Callaloo Grill {insidz the
waterpark), Scooters Coffee House — o local gourmet coffee compony — ond
Benton's Bar & Restourant, The hotel also features an indoar pool, whirlpoal spa,
sauna ond two fitness cenfers.

=
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Fort Raplds Indoor Waterpark Resort Columbus, Ohio

4
&

Year opened: 2006

Total indoor waterpark space: 60,000 square feet

ADR composite: S181

Accommodations: More than 275 hotel rooms and &0 villa suites. All villos contain
specially designed swimsuit dryers, and some floor plons can sleep up fo 12 peaple.

Staff: 300 full-time, yeor-round

Waterpark description: The Wild West-themed indoor waterpark has 12 slides,

o lozy river, the Roscal Round Up interactive ploy structure, o toddlers areq, o

30-person hot tub for adults only, o 4-foot-deep activity pool with water baskethall,

ond DB's Sidewinder (ofé concession stond.

The “i" factor: Operators say Fort Rapids is the anly destination foclity of its kind in
Columbus. Besides the indoor waterpork, the resort features three restaurants (Copper Star
Saboon, Branding Iron Grille and the Conyon Cafié), o 5,000-square-foot arcade ond 10,000
square feet of meeting space. Weekend guests also con parficipate in plonned
family-friendly aciivities such os story times and donce parfies.

s
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CoCo Key Water Resort at Best Western Clock Tower Resort
& Conference Center Rockford, Ill.

Year opened: 2007

Total indoor waterpark space: 60,000 square feet

ADR composite: 5159

Accommodations: 245 rooms, including bi-levels, suites and traditional standard
sleeping rooms

Stoff: 140 full-fime, year-round

Waterpark description: This CoCo Key Water Resort provides o Key West-style
xperience for family fun. Signature attroctions include the Parrot’s Perch interactive
play structure, with slides for younger children and o giont dump bucket; the Coconut

Grove Adventure River; the shollow-water dip-in theater pool, with o movie-size
projection screen; the Coral Reef Cavern activity pool: several water slides; and
the Polm Grotta Spa, indoar,/outdear whirlpools offering more mature guests

o relaxing tropical haven.

The *it" factor: The newly renovated Best Western Clock Tower Resort & Conference
Center is one of the only full-service resorts in northern (linais. Besides the indoor
waterpark, it hos mare than 30,000 squore feet of banquet and mesting spoce, and
other amenifies, such os Key Quest Arcade (inside the waterpark), tennis courts,
seporate indoor and outdoor pools, and the Sundial Restourant. The Tilted Kilt restourant
and bar is expected 1o open by the end of 2009, along with o spa and live theater.

-

Year opened: 2008

Totel indoor waterpark space: 60,000 squore feet

ADR compaosite: 5159

Accommodations: Twa “mountain modern” style lodges. Stone Hill Lodge has
234 stondard hotel occommodations and River Lodge has 472 units that con be
rented os single rooms or multiroom suites.

Staff: More than 400 full-time, yeor-round

Waterpark description: Wilderness of the Smokies opened the state-of-the-
art, 60,000-square-foot Wild WaterDome indoor waterpork of the end of last
year. The Western Fronfier-themed waterpark’s fop attractions incude the
10,000-square-foot Great Wave Pool, twa tube slides; and Washout Mountain,
o four-level, ploy-and-spray structure with o 500-gallon tipping bucket and an
indoor/outdoor hot fub. A full-service restauront ond snack bar ore oecessible
from the waterpark.

than 200,000 square feet of conference and exhibit space.

g

Wilderness at the Smokies Sevierville, Tenn.

i,

The “it* factor: This property combines Old West theming with state-of-the-ort amenities and design. The Wild Wmﬁﬂum-ihdw waterpork features two rides new to the Smoky
Mountains region: the Smakies Surfrider (o surfing/boogie boarding simulator) and the Storm Choser Thrill Ride, o four-person rofi ride that plummets 50 feet info o giant funnel
with an eleciric light show ond sound effects. The waterpark also includes some of the lotest technology, such os the “Foil Tech® glass roof that allows guests to tan indoors.

Also on property are two arcades, two full-service restouronts, and two outdoar waterporks. Additionally, the resort is located odjocent o the Sevierville Events Center, which hos more

wwew,waborporkresorisioday.com | 20092010 | WATERPARK RESORTS TODAY 15



CoCo Key Water Resort at Sheraton

Kansas City Sports Complex

Kansas City, Mo.

Year opened: 2008

Total indoor waterpark space: 55,000 square feet

ADR composite: 5226

Accommodations: More than 370 quest rooms. Amenities indude 32-inch flat-streen televisions
and high-speed Internet arcass,

Statf: 110 full-time, yeor-round

Waterpark description: (oCo Key Woter Resort ot the Sheraton Konsas Gty Sports Complex
wos designed 1o offer guests o Key West-style oquafic odventure. With water slides, an odivity

pool, dip-in theater, indoor adventure river, indoor/outdoor spa, interactive water-play strucure
and outdoor splashpad, there's sure to be something to please every type of guest.

The “it" factor: This Calo Key indoor waterpark & ocross the sireef from the Truman Sports
Complex, which includes Arrowheod and Kouffmon Stadiums, home to the Chiefs football team,
Rayaks baseball teom and Wizards soccer team. Signature waterpark afiroctions include the
Parrot's Perch interoctive ploy structure ond the Barrocuda Blost roft ride. Those who wani to
stay dry can explore the Key Quest Arcode (inside the waterpark).

A N\
Mt. Olympus Water & Theme Park

Wisconsin Dells, Wis.

el

J‘;‘,.

Year opened: Operator Big Chief Enterprises wos founded in 1970
Total indoor waterpark space: 55,000 square feet
ADR composite: N/A

Accommodations: 292 rooms ond 63 condos

Staff: More than 200 full-ime, year-round

Waterpark description: The 55,000-square-foot South American jungle-themed indoor woterpork ot Mt. Olympus includes attractions for the enfire family,
sirch os the Mysticol Towers tube slide, Worriors activity pool and Joguar Hot Tub.

The “it" tactor: The Greco-Roman themed resort includes the indoor waterpark, directly attached to the Hotel Rome, os well as an indoor theme park and an outdoor
waterpark ond theme park. The outdoor parks span more than 155 acres. _/
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CoCo Key Water Resort at

Mt. Laurel Marriott

Mt. Laurel, N.]. @ P |
Year opened: 2008 -
Total indoor waterpark Space:

55,000 squore feet

ADR compesite: 5219

Accommodeations: 282 rooms. Water
Resort Overnight Pockages include
necommadations in o standard room
{two double beds or o king-size bed)
Statt: 90 full-time, yeor-round
description: This Key West-
inspired indoor waterpark includes three
40-foot body ond roft slides, Parrot’s
Perch interactive ploy islond, o dip-in
theater and an odventure river,
The “it" factor: One of the first indoor
woter resorts in New Jersey, Colo Key
Water Resort of M1, Lourel Morriott will
celebrate its one-year anniversary in
November. The resort also indudes the Key 3
Quest arcode (in the woterpork) ond
privale party rooms.

A

N

CoCo Key Water Resort at

/|

Courtyard Marriott =
Fitchburg, Mass.
Year opened: 2008

Total indoor waterpark space:
55,000 square feet

ADR compaosite: 5191

Accommodations: 745 quest rooms
with king or double queen options

Statf: 230 full-time, year-round
Waterpark description: With
attractions for oll oges, the tropical-
themed CoCo Key Water Resort of
Courtyard Marvio hos woter slides,
0 lazy river, water basketball, dip-in
theater, whirlpaal, private cobanns
ond an ouldoor areq,

The “i” tactor: Opened of the end
of lost yeor, this facility brought o
reported 300 jobs to the community
of Fitchburg. Dining optians in the
woterpork include on ASW Snack
Shap ond o Pizza Hut Express.

HORIZON

DESIGN e BUILD  MANAGE

1B WATERPARK RESCRTS TODAY | 200920010 | wwwwoterporkresortstoday.co

m





